
/ y • didn't start out to write
|| • I tills book as a gay man

B trying to tell the gay
B story ofOz," says Grego-
B ry Maguirc when asked

about tlie genesis of his new novel,
Wicked: The Life and Times of the
Wicked Witch of the West. Although
the hook has what tiie author caTh
a "gay presence," Maguirc was un
aware of the queer connotations
that have become
associated with

the 1939 iilm The
Wizard ofOz Over
the years, tliaiiks
to the special
place in homo
hearts held by the
character of Dor
othy and the ac
tress who por
trayed her-gay
icon emeritus Judy
Garland.

"it was onlylast
year that 1 discov
ered tliat The Wh-
ard of Oz is the
xpwld jjroviiice of
gay men," says
Maguirc, "what
witib the associa
tion of Judy with
Stonewall and the fact that the
Scai-ecrow, the Tin Man, and tlie
Cowardly lion areall such unregen-
cratclysinglegentlemen."

Alcnou^ devotees of tJxe classic
film may he, inidally disgnintled to
find that their favorite heroine and
her swishy sidekicks play only a
minor pan. in Wicked, it won't take
long for "friends ofDorothy*' to be
won over by Mag\ure's fasciuatliig—
and ultimately sympathetic—portrait
of the engaging Wicked Witch of
the West

The 41-year-old Ma^iire, a notetl
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authfjr of novel.H For chiJdreti, chose
the witdi as tlie subjw.t of his first
adult novel partly because of hi.s
"immense attachment" to the movie
The. Wizard of Oz ^ ^ young boy.
"When I was a child, I used to get
the neighborhood kids together,
and we would do a reenactment of
the movie the day after it was on
television," Ma»iirc reveals. "I al
ways had to play the Scarecrow,
because obviously I couldn't be
Doiodiy "

into my head was the Wicked
Wirch of the West," he says, T de
cided to trace her life story and
find out how she got to be so
wicked-if she tmly is."

In Wicked the witch~or Elphaba,
as she's called for most of the
book-is the product of narcissistic
parents too involved with their own
lives to give her the love she needs.
As she grows up, she finds it difii-
cult to make fulfilling emotional
connections with tlie people in her

life. XJltimately, she
fuels most of her
passion into her
politics. While at
college-where the
vacuous parvenue

Glinda is her room
mate-she becomes
comraiued to fight
ing the rising tide
of audioritarianism
in Oz. She goes
underground to
participate in a
plot to kill the
key adviser to tire
Wizard, who in
Maguiic's account
is a fascist dictator
gi-adually gobbling
up all of the
world's valuable

A wizard with

Children's scholar Gregory IVIaguire
finds a whole new Oz and gay connection

in his first novel

The author says that the other
major reason for writing Wicked
had CO do, sQ-angcIy enough, with
Iraqi leader SaddiiJii Hussein. "Ob
serving tlie way that Husscin was
demonize.d In the American press
during the Gulf War, I began to be
interested in tlie idea of evil," he
says, "and I wanted to explon: it in
fictional form." Adolf Hidcf came
immediately to itiifld, but Maguire
say.s he didn't want to have to do
all tlic rcseardi required to write a
fictional account of the German
dictator. "The next person to pop

tenitOrles.

In the process the witch tries
ratherunsuccessfully to sortout her
colorful but troubled emotional life.
Her one attempt at romance ends
U"agically. Her relarionahip witli her
sister, die Wicked Witch of the East,
is frau^t with jealousy and bad
feelings. And her .skills us u parent
leave much to be de.sired.

Far from evil, Elphaba is ;ui ex
tremely likable character. She's a
truth teller in a world of syco-
phant-s, phonies, and cliarlatans, and
flhe spends hei' entire life battling
tlie foi-ces of evil—personal, theolog-

•eroicx 17, i>«s



ical, iind political—that suiYOund her.
**I suppose ill one way, IVc failed iii
my aesthetic mission,** jokes Ma-
guitc, **l>ecaii3c she ended up not
beiug wicked at all I began to like
her before I got to tlie thlm page of
writingthis novel**

JudidiRegan, the editor of iVkhd
(which is being published by her
Harpci-CoUins imjprint, ReganBooks),
says she took an mstant liking to £1-
phaba when she first read the novdL
Regan, who has taken a lot offlak
from politically correct press for pub
lishing books by'Howard Stem and
Rusli limbau^ says she and Elphu-
ba are very mudi ahke.

**She*8 a character I personally
relate to," Regan says. "She lives in
a woiid \^ere tell- . ,, ,
ing the truth and IClrt6rwlintO
.speaking your mind sexbecaUSCl
are Mwcked waseitteril^

i' ! wn into love. Iwashave been roisun- „ , ,
derstood and mis- fflSBy Ifl l0V6
interpreted. Fve with tllG gUyS,
gottena lot of criti- sotheseXUal

aspect seoned
IVe published. But ^ ^
I think of myself iKeamora
as a very honest, COlTipOnent tO
fiur-minded, decent my feelings."
person,"

Ultimately, Maguire agrees and
believes that any evil acts that El-
phaba commits occur as a result of
her inability to love herself. "To mc,
evil is most t^osely related to self-
hatred and the uige to kill oneself,"
says the author, ^^ince there's su(^
a Diological imperative not to kill
yourself I think evil is that suiddal
urge turned outward. If you can*t
kilT yourself^ you kill the world in
small and lailgc ways-"

Although many gay people will
be able to relate to the witch's diffi
cult emotional journey through the
novel, there's little ffiat could be de
scribed as overtly gay about the
characters or situations in Wicked.
"Still, being gay has affected the
way I write in a general way" says
Maguire. ''When you grow up gay,
youre TT«^rrhing totlmbeatof adif
ferent drtim without even hearing
the sound of the drum. Being gay
:md not yet knowing it leads you to
ask questions about what you're
seeing. My homosexuality has cre
ated the novelist in mc by gener

ating a habit of observation and
exammation."

Brought up in a strict Catholic
frmity in Albany, N.Y., Maguire says
he began to ad^wledge bas homo"
sexuality after he graduated from
V><gVi sdiool "I was deeping with my
male friends in high soiool without
everthinking thatI mi^it be gpy," he
says. "It was only after a couple of
years that Ithou^t to myself Gee, I
haven^ever sleptzinth a xvmnotn./won
der^AatmeantlyngcotT

Maguire adds &at despite his
heavily religious upbringing, being

jgay never posed a moral problem
j for "I entered into sex because
11was entering into love," he says. "I
. was really in love withdie guys that
! I was hanging around with, so the
: sexual aspect seemed like a moral

component to my feelings. So 1
' wasnt reallyconfHcted."

The author never actually came
out to his faffier and his stepmother
(his mother died in childbirth when
Maguire was bom). "That wasn't
how our family worked," he says.
*idy lover, Rafique [Keshayjee], was
always around, and everyone even
tually got it" The author and his
lover, an anthropologist, have been
togeffier now for 15 years.

hi 1994 Maguire made his &at
foray into the world of gay fiction
with the story "The Honorary Shep
herd," for a collection caHtm I
Bluoi Coming OuiB^rom the SUencot an
anthology of original short stories
forgay and lesbian teenagers. "When
he's not writing, Maguire works
with children as a freelance teacher,
taking part in a speaking tour every
spring. He's also codircctor of an
educational charity called Children's
LiteratureNew England.

Next up for Maguire, perhaps, is
writing the screenplay for Wkked. Al-
tliou^ the ^ok has not been sold
to the movies yet, Maguire has no
doubt exactly whom he would like
to cast in the role of the "Wicked
Witch of the West Tve always imag
ined k-d- long as Elphaba,*^ he sayS.
"She'd be painted green with a little
bit of a prostheaia for a nose," For a
bar sceaac in fucked in. which Hpha-
ba gets up to sing a son& Maguire
would have Ung sing Over the
Rainbow." "Can you imagine any-
tluiigmore sublime?" O


